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Expanding Generational of Postsecondary Education

Staying Power of Education: Supporting Persistence
for Student Parents

by 2030, support for students with dependent children is cruual With m
having no degree, this population represents a significant untapped oppo

Many student parents are barred from postsecondary opportunities as they are Juggllng more than the average student,
mcludlng childcare respon5|b|I|t1es employment demands, and I|m|ted time. Supportlng student parents is beyond Just

Student Parents in North Carolina

Parents engaged in postsecondary education in North Carolina are often experiencing an intersection of barriers

student non-parents to report not having enough money to pay for basic needs mcludlng childcare, food, and
housing.

Figure 1: Demographics of
Student Parents | 2020

Figure 2: Students Reporting Difficulty
Meeting Basic Needs | 2022
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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

being a full-time caretaker. These competing demands are not only time-intensive but financially taxing. These
recommendations focus on mitigating challenges that prevent student parents from completing their postsecondary
education and therefore limit their impact in the workforce and the state economy.

R Improve data collection on student parents to better understand their basic needs within localized communities.

> The California State University Channel Islands (CSUCI) collects local college data on student parent enroliment

R Streamline childcare access by designating student-parents as a “priority population” for state-administered
childcare subsidies.

could replicate this model, which could both encourage more student parent applications for subsidies and
therefore expand child support for this population.

R Develop accommodations related to limited flexibility in scheduling by offering student parents priority course
registration.

parents priority registration. This was done through partnership with the CSU Office of the Chancellor

and individual technology teams on campuses to develop a system to collect student parent data. Students
who were identified as parents receive prompts prior to registration that they must self-register for priority
registration.

from the Aspen Institute explores supports for
children and parents to develop family services that
promote economic prosperity across both generations

implemented at two community colleges in North
Carolina and expands access to childcare on campus.

offered at Misericordia University in Pennsylvania
supports single mothers by providing access to
essential resources for college as well as priority
placement for work study opportunities and career
planning.
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