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ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL 
EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND II
Menu of Options for Early Childhood, K-12, and Higher Education

Option Fourteen: Inspection, testing, maintenance, repair, replacement, and upgrade projects to improve the indoor air 
quality in school facilities, including mechanical and non-mechanical heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems, 
filtering, purification and other air cleaning, fans, control systems, and window and door repair and replacement.  

Though children and staff had to leave the school building following the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the virus itself 
revealed the significant need for increased investment in capital improvement and maintenance in our nation’s school 
infrastructure. The costs of capital improvement and maintenance are steep, and current federal relief will not cover all 
those costs, but policymakers nevertheless can use ESSER funds to begin the process of investing in much-needed capital 
improvement and repair. Some options on how to do that include the following.
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2 Repair school ventilation systems to improve air quality and reduce spread of COVID-19. 

Update or replace heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems.  

Invest in portable air purifications systems.  

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/vent.html



